DOES SCIENCE CLASH WITH CHRISTIANITY?
Theme: Science Friction is science fiction!
Aim: To have us worshipping the Lord through not in spite of Science
READING: Psalm 111.  Re-read v2.

Does Science clash with Christianity?

“Of course it does”, many people say…
“>>Science says the world has evolved over 6 Billion years to its present state >> Christianity says that it was created in 6 days”.

“>>Science says that mankind is the product of evolution from molecules and unicellular life forms through a complex process up to the advanced and intelligent mammals that we are today. 
>> The bible says that God put Adam in a garden and made Eve out of his rib”. 
I call it SCIENCE FRICTION. The idea that science and Christianity just don’t go together, or if they do, they sit rather uncomfortably. 

One distinguished professor has put it like this “science has quite plainly, in the eyes of all except those who cling to tradition and sentiment, displaced the primitive mode of understanding peddled by religion”.
Science Friction. It’s something that I’ve come across many times, not least when people discover that I did a degree in geology, and then went on to study theology and become a minister in the church of England!

Well I want to say loud and clear over the next 20 minutes that Science and the Christian faith properly understood do not clash. 

That’s important to hear if you are a Christian, and you sometimes get a hard time from friends who think that you just can’t be a sensible scientist and a Christian. 

 That’s also important to hear if you are not yet a Christian, and you might be hiding behind science as a reason why you are not a Christian. If I can be provocative, I hope that this talk will take away your hiding place, so that you will come closer to the reality about the God who made you and loves you.
I don’t claim to have all the answers in this huge field, and I certainly don’t want to cause more friction amongst Bible-believing Christians who hold to different positions on some of the details what I’m going to talk about today (unity, liberty, charity). But I would like to make three points, (which you’ll find on your handouts)… 
1) Science and Scripture are doing different things.
2) Science and Christian Faith aren’t incompatible. … NB 2nd “IN-“!!
3) Sensible Scientists become Christians.
Do talk more afterwards if you have questions that aren’t covered, or join an online discussion on the Link’s homepage. 
1) Science and Scripture are doing different things.

We start with the Bible, and need to understand it for what it is. First an illustration.
Let’s think of a very simple bodily action: raising my hand up to my head. You could describe it like this…

An impulse begins in the brain, passing to the motor neurone. The sodium ions moving across the neurone membrane cause the internal polarity to shift from -70microvolts to +40microvolts. Localised depolarisations pass down the neurone until the impulse reaches a neuromuscular junction and stimulates the muscles of the arm to contract and therefore to move the arm.
An alternative description describes it like this…

My head is itching, so I scratched it.

Both of these are true at the same time, but both descriptions are doing different things. One is analysing the exact biochemical and mechanical chain of events that is happening, the other is explaining my personal reason behind the action.

Science and the Bible do different things, and yet they can both be true at the same time. Let’s think about both in turn.

On the whole science is concerned with the what and how of the physical world. It involves a lot of empirical investigation, and the main aim is to find and demonstrate suitable hypotheses that can be proven by observation and analysis. Like the evidence that the USA and Europe are moving apart at a rate of a few cm’s per year! Sorry Oltmans!!
But Christianity and the Bible on the other hand, are more concerned with the WHY of the universe and WHO is behind it! Christians believe that the Bible is God’s word written down for us. You may not believe that, and I wouldn’t expect you to if you’re not a Christian, but at the very least you need to see that the Bible is not trying to be a science text book.

So science and the Christianity are doing different things. Take this >>ROCK<< for example! Science tells me its chemical composition, the mineral structure, the density, the colour of this rock, but it doesn’t tell me what only the Bible can tell me, namely the purpose behind it, that it was made by Jesus, and for Jesus, Colossians 1:15 “all things were made by him and for him” (which we read earlier).
They are doing different things.  Cambridge Mathematician Stephen Hawking wrote: "Science may solve the problem of how the universe began, but it cannot ask the question  - why does the universe bother to exist?"(end quote). It is the Bible which does that: and it’s answer=  because God our loving and wonderful creator made it. 
So since science and the scriptures are doing different things, we don’t need to good at both disciplines on their own terms. A lot of problems come when we do bad bible study or bad science….

For example when Copernicus said that the earth rotates around the sun, and not the sun around the world, he got in big trouble from the church of the day, who thought that the bible taught that the earth was at the centre of the universe, but actually that is no-where to be found in the Bible-  bad bible study. Another example are the early geologists who thought that all fossils are relics of the Biblical flood. That’s bad science.

I believe that when we understand science rightly, and when we understand the Bible rightly, they will never be in contradiction. 
Because God created both.
Francis Bacon (a hugely important scientist in the 16/17th century) put it like this “Let no man think or maintain that a man can search too far or be too well studied in the book of God’s word (bible), or in the book of God’s works  (creation and the natural order)”. 
And that leads onto the 2nd point...

2) Science and Christian faith aren’t incompatible.
I hope that we’ve already seen that the Bible and Science are doing different things. But going further, I want to make clear that there isn’t in practice the headlong collision that people think that there is between science and the bible anyway.
Now here I’d like to spend a few moments on Genesis 1, because many think that this is where the greatest “science friction” lies. You may like to turn to it on page 1 (!)
Many people say this, and my friend Craig, who I used to go running with would probably be one of them:  “6 days vs 6 billion years. You can’t have it both ways”. But I think you can. Let me show you why.

First, the Bible says 6 days. Yes it does. But what kind of literature is Genesis 1?
a) It contains many numbers and patterns, and may have more in common with literature like Revelation than the history type books, like Judges, or even later parts of Genesis. 

b) Also it was written against the backdrop of a culture with many gods- they even worshipped the sun and the moon. Many of them had creation accounts with some features in common with this. However Genesis paints a very different view of God that deliberately takes on the understanding of the day. For example Genesis deliberately calls sun and moon the big light and the little light v16 (a punch in the face for the idea that you should worship them)!
So what do I think Genesis is telling us- would I reduce it to a myth or a parable? No. But when compared to other creation accounts that were around at the time, (and I’d be happy to distribute a paper on some research I did at college on this) I see it as a creation account of the time, breathed out by God for all time, but stylised into the language of a week to teach many truths about the True God against a backdrop that believed in many false Gods. 
It tells us just how awesome God is- the creator. How he’s the only one (many), how precious we are in his world, and how ordered is the wonderful world that he’s given us.
On that point, let me show you that with this diagram.

So (although there is debate among Christians on this), I don’t take the days as literal 24 hour periods (not least because you need a sun to have a day, and that comes in box 4), but rather epochs of time telling us of God’s care, power and perfect ordering of creation.

Now science says around 6 billion years ago the universe started with a big bang. Or let me clarify that: some scientists believe that… . I happen to be one of them, but we have to keep remembering that science is a) progressing, b)provisional, and c) it’s not the final word of truth, and actually it’s not so good at events that don’t happen over and over again- one offs like the start are notoriously difficult for science. But my understanding is that something like a big bang is the mechanism that God used, and that he also used some form of the process of evolution to get us to the shape of the animal kingdom that we have today.
Now again, I know some may disagree on these 2 points: an old earth, and what’s called theistic evolution- that God used evolution as part of his process.  I’d be happy to talk more on both of these later.
But there is one position which I do think is very dangerous, and I’m afraid it’s espoused by our friend Richard Dawkins, and it’s what I call “evolutionism”- that is where evolution- a scientific theory is turned into more of a philosophy, or even a religion to explain away God. 
Here’s a quote from a CGP revision guide in the UK helping teenagers to study Biology which is guilty of it.

“Darwin’s theory of natural selection is ace. This theory is cool and provides a comprehensive explanation for all of life on earth. Mind you, it caused some trouble at the time, because for the first time ever, there was a highly plausible explanation for our own existence, without the need for a “Creator”. This was bad news for the religious authorities of the time, who tried to ridicule old Charlie’s ideas. But as they say, “The truth will out”.
A comprehensive explanation for all of life? A theory which does away with the need for a creator? NO it doesn’t. Science is going beyond its remit when it says one theory explains everything. 
Think before you listen to Richard Dawkins and other scientists with  atheistic agendas. They have stopped being scientists and have become preachers! Beware evolutionism. 
Science and the bible aren’t in contradiction.
My last point, and this is where I want to build up to today…
3) Sensible scientists become Christians

You may be surprised to know that the higher you go in science the more Christians you often find. 
In fact the whole modern scientific enterprise  in the 17th /18th Century came out of the Christian church. It was Christians who realised that God had made an ordered and an organised world, where he had set reliable laws that stay constant, and therefore things could be studied and compared, and quantified, and examined, in the knowledge that there was a logic about the created world, and it holds together.

On this note, the reason I started with Psalm 111, is partly because the 2nd verse of that Psalm is inscribed in latin above the doors of the science labs (the old Cavendish laboratories). On the new Cavendish labs it has been written again in English: “Great are the works of the Lord, they are pondered by all who delight in them”. 
Many early scientists were Christians, including  Farraday, Kepplar, Boyle, Isaac Newton, and William whewell (Hule) who invented the world scientist in the nineteenth century. And he was an Anglican vicar!
Today, in Cambridge University, the professor of Geophysics, and who I used to go to church with, Bob White was the youngest person to be made a professor. He has written an excellent book called Beyond Belief, which I would recommend you look at if you want to take this further (see the list). Dr Francis Collins, an evolutionary biologist is head of the Human Genome project, and he was converted from Atheism!
So there are a lot of Scientists who are Christians…. but that’s not quite what this last heading is about. I said Sensible scientists become Christians. Ooh- a provocative point.
You see scientists are people who take evidence seriously, and weigh it up carefully and try to find the best hypothesis to fit the facts. If you are a scientist then the most logical thing that you can do is to take a really good look at the evidence about Jesus, and draw out the best hypothesis to fit the facts for what you see. And what other answer is there, that he is no less than the Creator himself!
The scientific evidence is very strong.

“Oh hang on you’re not calling the Bible scientific are you- you said yourself it’s not a science book”. True, But it does nevertheless contain observed evidence about a man that many people saw, repeatedly bending the laws of nature, as if the creator had come into his creation.

In science, it’s the exceptions to the rules that are incredibly important. And Jesus is the exception to the rule- he did what no other human being could do.
He stilled storms, he healed the sick without coming near them, he even touched dead bodies and they came back to life. His enemies didn’t say “he never did it”, they said “let’s get rid of him, or he’ll have too big a following”.

Scientist, non-scientist, atheist, agnostic, whoever- you can look at the data that people recorded down about him, and make up your mind for who he is. And as you look at that evidence, you will be bowled over by what Jesus did. Could it be that he is not just a real man who existed, but more than a man- God walking around on our planet- the very maker becoming part of the creation, lke the creator of a film, scripting himself in, and becoming part of it.

God is not a product of our own imagination- we are the product of his. And he came among us in person!
Jesus is incredible- he is wonderful, he is awesome. I believe he is our Maker and the key to knowing God. So as this Psalm puts it. We should not only ponder his works, v2, but praise him v1, and fear him v10.

Science Friction?

1) Science and scripture are doing different things.

2) Science and Christian faith aren’t incompatible.

3) Sensible scientists become Christians!

Let’s pray.
Science Friction
- Does Science clash with Christianity?
1) Science and Scripture are doing different things

( So beware bad science and bad bible study
2) Science and Christian Faith aren’t incompatible

( So Beware “evolutionism”
3) Sensible Scientists become Christians!

(So look at the evidence and praise your maker- Jesus!
This is a massive topic! Today we will only scratch the surface. More info for those who want to take it further…

Books
1) God’s Undertaker- John C Lennox. © Lion 2007. 
2) Beyond Belief- Robert White & Denis Alexander © Lion 2004. 

3) The Dawkins Letters- David Robertson © Christian Focus 2007.  

Websites
1) The Faraday Institute for Science & Religion

http://www.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/faraday/index.php
2) Christians in Science  http://www.cis.org.uk/

3) The Richard Dawkins-John Lennox Debate

http://fixed-point.org/index.php/video/35-full-length/164-the-dawkins-lennox-debate

4) Be thinking http://www.bethinking.org/science-christianity/
Discussion
www.thelinkatstdoms.be for an discussion forum to share your thoughts and comments further. My email: charlie.newcombe@stpaulstervuren.be 
